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A DYNAMIC GROUP OF
ENVIRONMENTAL EXPERTS
HELPING YOU MITIGATE RISK
AND SOLVE COMPLEX
PROBLEMS AT SCALE.



COMPANY PROFILE

The Cowie team holds a breadth and depth of knowledge, skills, and experience rarely

seen outside large firms. This means we are uniquely placed to be able to deliver the

full range of environmental services, while reducing costs on your project. We have the

capabilities to see your project through its whole life at scale, from preliminary design

stages, through construction and onto operation. Expanding with a wider team of

trusted contractors and subcontractors when required. When you need experts to

navigate specific stages or complexities within your project, we can collaborate with

your team in both short or longterm capacity to provide external support, or by

placing great people in secondment. People capable of rising to challenges, and to

advisory levels when required. Cowie excels in compliance auditing and inspections,

planning and approvals, construction and project management, field sampling and

preparation of technical reports.

Full capabilities without the high price tag

Cowie Environmental is a specialist consultancy, offering a diverse range

of environmental and sustainability services at an expert level. Established in

2015, Cowie has a reputation for exceeding client expectations on complex

projects, no matter the location, scale, nature, or sensitivity. Our team of talented

and multi-skilled professionals have successfully delivered on some of

Australia’s most significant projects in construction, mining, oil and gas,

transport, water, and private industries. The environmental support we offer is

fit for purpose and tailored to every stage of your project’s life.

When you need to navigate the sometimes complex pathways of environmental

compliance, we have the in-depth understanding of both Commonwealth and State

legislative frameworks required. We’ve attained environmental approvals and permits

for some of Australia’s largest infrastructure and mining projects alongside major

planning and engineering firms. This has given us extensive experience with all

relevant authorities in our operational markets. We are also experienced in identifying

the environmental risks that could delay or derail your project. Integrating ourselves

into the wider project team to ensure potential issues are identified early. While

supporting the delivery of any associated assessment reports that fit the scale, type,

sensitivity, and area of impact related to the project site. We invest ourselves in

delivering the expertise you need in the best way possible. Providing efficient and

innovative solutions to meet demands, budgets, and timeframes.

Smooth pathways for your project

Licensing, Permits &

Approvals (Local,

State, and Federal)

Sustainability

Management

Geographic
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Construction

Environmental

Management Plans

and Sub-Plans

Environmental Due
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& Planning



Southwest Pipeline Project

Capability:

Cowie delivers a full range of
specialised environmental services to
help meet client obligations and
demonstrate strong environmental
management and decision making in
regions with varied environmental
challenges.

This includes licensing, permits &
approvals, sustainability management,
ecology, in-house environmental
support, GIS mapping, and erosion &
sediment control.

Environmental
Due Diligence,
Compliance &
Planning

Cowie Environmental’s services for transport & infrastructure projects cover the entire

project lifecycle, from planning and design to construction and operation. Cowie’s

processes ensure projects meet stringent regulatory requirements for air/water quality,

noise, and biodiversity, ultimately safeguarding both the environment and project viability.

At Cowie, we embed regulatory strategy and risk management from early site selection

through to construction and long-term operations, adhering to and administering all

relevant state and federal legislation, regulations, and guidelines.

TRANSPORT &
INFRASTRUCTURE

Erosion &
Sediment
Control [ESC]

Erosion and Sediment Control [ESC] is fundamental to successful transport and

infrastructure delivery. At Cowie, our approach focuses on preventing erosion at its source,

not just capturing sediment after it has moved. Through practical planning, smart design

and proactive site management, we protect land, waterways and downstream assets while

keeping projects compliant. We adhere to and administer all relevant state and federal

legislation, regulations, and guidelines.

Construction
Environmental
Management

Cowie’s construction environmental management is essential in minimising ecological

impacts, ensure compliance, and protect project outcomes across transport &

infrastructure. At Cowie Environmental, we develop practical Construction Environmental

Management Plans (CEMPs) that manage risks across flora, fauna, water, soil, noise, air, and

waste, supporting your team to meet regulatory and approval requirements efficiently.

Some examples of our services include:

Construction Environmental

Management Plans (CEMPs)

Environmental Management Plans

(EMPs)

Surface & Groundwater Management

Plans

Soil Waste Classification Management

Plans

Flora and Fauna Management Plans

Noise and Vibration Management

Plans

Biosecurity Management Plans



Carmichael Rail Network

Capability: Environmental Support Specialist

Environmental support during the design phase of the project and ongoing
environmental support for approvals

Transport & Infrastructure

Cowie Environmental delivers a full range of specialised environmental services to help meet client obligations and

demonstrate strong environmental management and decision making in regions with varied environmental challenges.

This includes licensing, permits & approvals, sustainability management, ecology, in-house environmental support, GIS

mapping, and erosion & sediment control.

OUR PROJECTS

Client: Carmichael Rail Network

Location: 200km railway from an existing railway north of Moranbah through to a mine

within the Galilee Basin, 160km North of Clermont, Queensland.

Industry: Transport & Infrastructure

The Cowie Environmental team provided environmental design support as part of an integrated

design team from 2019 to 2020. Cowie also provided additional environmental support from 2020

through to the completion of the project in 2021. Through this ongoing support, Cowie provided

support and deliverables through multiple stages of the project, including the following:

Environmental review and input to the detailed design drawings to ensure designs met the

relevant permits, approvals and legislation;

Development Applications including clearing native vegetation, waterway barrier works, water

licences and material change of use;

Creation and management of an Environmental Compliance Register to ensure compliance

with the EPBC Act Approval, Species Management Plans, Development Application

requirements and other commitments;

Development of a fauna connectivity strategy;

Environmental Design Summary Report; and

Erosion and Sediment Control plans and audits.

Summary:



Cowie successfully provided environmental support through multiple phases of the project

(design and construction) across a range of roles.

Cowie delivered a number of management plans, input into design, forms and documents

to ensure the project met legislative requirements.

There were no non-compliances with any project conditions.

KEY OUTCOMES

Key Role: Environment & Approvals Manager

Cowie was responsible for managing all environmental aspects associated with the construction

of the rail and ensuring that all construction activities maintained compliance with all relevant

project conditions, commitments and legislative requirements. Cowie managed a team of

environmental specialists to implement in situ solutions to manage the various issues that arose

when developing in a highly sensitive environment. Cowie successfully developed, implemented

and managed the environmental monitoring program for the whole project alignment, which

included aspects such as noise, air, dust, vibration, soil and water quality.

Environmental Design Manager
Cowie personnel were also responsible for managing all environmental aspects associated with the

design of the Carmichael Rail Network. This involved ensuring that the design was compliant with

all relevant project conditions, commitments, and legislative requirements. Cowie managed a small

team of environmental professionals to develop a compliant design for a highly sensitive

environment.

Environmental Advisor
Other key Cowie personnel supported the Environmental Design Manager in the development of

the compliant environmental design for the Carmichael Rail Network. This role included the

drafting of the environmental design summary report. Cowie collaborated with engineers and

managers to achieve best practice environmental outcomes and for the design to comply with all

relevant approval conditions.

Senior Environmental Engineer
Cowie was responsible for developing erosion and sediment control plans to meet the conditional

requirements of the project. Cowie was also responsible for auditing the implementation of the

plans onsite.



Cowie Environmental is
committed to reconciliation and
acknowledge the Traditional
Custodians of Country
throughout Australia and their
continuing connection to land,
water, and community. We pay
our respect to Elders past,
present, and emerging, and
extend that respect to all
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples today.

10Y
delivering

environmental and

sustainability services.

127
projects actioned

since 2015.

95%
compliant

delivery.
To view Cowie’s
portfolio of
project work



AT PACE,
WITHOUT COMPROMISE

COWIE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES PTY LTD
Level 6, 25 King St, Bowen Hills QLD 4006
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